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"You know we are not a warlike nation.. .. We are going far to satisfy
' France, but if she is determined to make our situation in Egypt im-
1884-85. poggibie then we s;hall not shrink from fighting. ..." I have allowed my-
self to repeat) Mr. Chamberlain's remarks pretty fully, because in my
estimate they are characteristic of this the most influential of English
Ministers. So far as I am able to judge them, they show an amazing lack
of political judgment and an astonishing want of knowledge of the rela-
tive conditions of power in Europe and of the possible combinations.1 It
appears to me especially interesting that this incarnate representative
of the commercial class and of free trade from a purely cosmopolitan
point of view, makes mention to a foreigner of the possibility of a war
with France.
This is yet another sign that the younger English Radicals are less
Gallophile, and as factors in politics more adaptable than the old school
represented in the Cabinet by Mr. Gladstone and Lord Granville.
Finally Chamberlain enquired about your Serene Highness's [Bis-
marck's] present feeling towards England, and with reference to the
handling of oversea questions expressed himself disparagingly about the
Foreign Office and its management. He remarked, "Prince Bismarck
has rendered us such great service that I only wish he could be convinced
that towards no Power are we so glad to be friendly as towards Germany.
Without Germany's favourable attitude we would have fallen into great
difficulties, and I most deeply regret if clumsiness on our part has put
him out with us for a moment. Let us hope we can now regard this
feeling as removed".2
In the early autumn following, during a holiday in Saxony
and Austria, the Radical leader had another conversation with
Herbert Bismarck and was amazed to learn that the Iron Chan-
cellor's dispatches to Whitehall during the Colonial controversy
were still left unanswered for weeks! Worse followed. A little
later, the same two had another talk when Count Herbert re-
turned to England. He himself had written in English a long and
important letter to Lord Granville some weeks before and had
received no reply. Taking just offence at this, he gave other
1 This was precisely the overween-    Anglo-German Alliance, which might
ing attitude of the Wilhelmstrasse to-    have saved the world's peace,
wards Chamberlain when from 1898 to       2 Die Grosse Politik, vol. iv. pp. 75-
1901 he made his great efforts for an    76 (July 9, 1884).